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April 23, 2021 
 
Peterson Vollmann, Planner IV 
City of Oakland Bureau of Planning 
250 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza, Suite 2214 
Oakland, CA 94612 
PVollmann@oaklandca.gov 
 
 
RE: Draft EIR for Oakland Waterfront Ballpark District at Howard Terminal 
 
Dear Planner Vollmann: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft EIR for the Oakland A’s’ proposed 
ballpark and auxiliary development at Howard Terminal. As a resident of Oakland, I am 
concerned that a number of impacts on the Oakland community and the maritime community 
have not been properly analyzed or mitigated. 
 
The DEIR concludes that it is sufficient for the A’s development to allocate only 2,000 parking 
spots to the approximately 10,000 game day visitors that the A’s are expecting to arrive by car. 
The report provides no confirmed mitigation measures on the part of the A’s to deal with the 
additional 5,000+ visitors they aren’t planning to provide parking for, just conceptual ideas for 
parking meters and the use of existing parking lots that do not supply the additional 5,000+ 
parking spaces needed and are not guaranteed to happen. As such, the report does not assess 
the impact that having thousands of cars trying to park as close to the stadium as possible will 
have on nearby neighborhood streets and homes. The report must provide a proper analysis of 
and mitigation plan for the A’s failure to provide adequate parking, or nearby residents will suffer 
severe impacts from the increase in car traffic and visitors to the area. 
 
In addition to parking, the DEIR fails to properly analyze the infeasibility of managing game day 
and entertainment day traffic, car, bike, and pedestrian, primarily because the A’s have not 
committed to paying for the considerable traffic improvements needed to prepare the areas for 
the influx of tens of thousands of visitors. Without a committed, approved, and “paid for” 
transportation plan for how to transport 35,000 visitors to a stadium development on the working 
waterfront, the DEIR cannot properly analyze the impact of these visitors on the operations of 
the port, nearby residents, and the existing transportation infrastructure. Theoretical bus lines 
and designated curbs for rideshare companies cannot be considered mitigation of these 
considerable traffic impacts unless the A’s have committed to developing and paying for them, 
which they have not. 
 
It is also concerning to me that the DEIR determines that the introduction of 3,000 new luxury 
residential units to the area will help address our housing crisis instead of correctly assessing 
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the impact that this type of housing will have on the surrounding low-income community. The 
report makes a conscious choice not to evaluate the likelihood of gentrification and 
displacement because it deems it “speculative,” which is not true. You only have to look at other 
stadium and luxury housing projects across the country to see that introducing homes and 
businesses geared towards the wealthy into low-income communities causes considerable 
displacement of the existing residents.  
 
The DEIR concludes that the project will contribute to meeting our region’s housing needs, but 
does so with no analysis of the type of housing that will actually be built at the site and whether 
this housing meets local needs. The majority of housing built at this site will be luxury condos 
and will likely be far out of reach financially for most renters or potential home buyers in 
Oakland, especially for residents of the mostly low-income communities directly adjacent to the 
project. As a result, this expensive housing will not, in fact, help meet our local region’s housing 
needs. Instead, it will gentrify our neighborhoods and force long-time residents out.  
 
The DEIR’s analysis of the housing impacts of this project is insufficient as long as it does not 
identify the estimated cost and impact of this type of housing on the surrounding community, 
which will only serve to gentrify West Oakland and displace low-income Black and Latino 
residents. 
 
Please address these serious gaps in the DEIR’s analysis before this project is allowed to move 
forward. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Sheryl Walton 
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